LCI - Public

o)

YOUTH

EMPOWERMENT
COMMISSION

Join the California Youth Empowerment Commission

Established under Assembly Bill 46, the California Youth Empowerment Commission
(YEC) brings young leaders directly into state government decision-making.

If you are ready to elevate youth voice, influence policy, and represent your community at
the state level, this opportunity is for you.

Why This Commission Exists

The California Youth Empowerment Commission was created to ensure that young people
have a direct advisory role in shaping policies that affect their lives.

Youth Commissioners:
e Advise the Governor, Legislature, and Superintendent of Public Instruction
e Develop policy recommendations and resolutions
o Elevate youth priorities across California
e Help bridge lived experience and state government decision-making

This is not symbolic participation — this is meaningful civic leadership.

Who Can Apply?
You must:
e Be 14-25years old at the time of appointment
o Be aCaliforniaresident
e Bereadyto serve a two-year term
Commissioners are appointed by:
e The Governor
o The Senate Committee on Rules

e The Speaker of the Assembly



o)

YOUTH

EMPOWERMENT
COMMISSION

The Commission includes 13 voting Youth Commissioners from across the state.

Representation Matters
AB 46 requires that the Commission reflect:
e California’s geographic diversity
¢ Racial and ethnic diversity
e Socioeconomic and cultural diversity

Youth from all regions and backgrounds are strongly encouraged to apply.

Lived Experience Is a Strength

State law specifically requires that at least five Commissioners have lived experience in
one or more of the following:

e Foster care or child welfare systems
e Juvenile justice involvement

e Youth homelessness

e Physical disability or special needs

Your lived experience is not a barrier to leadership expertise.

What You’ll Do

As a Youth Commissioner, you will:
e Participate in regular Commission meetings
e Conductyouth listening sessions and public engagement
o Draft policy recommendations and resolutions

¢ Collaborate with state leaders and community partners
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Represent youth priorities at the state level

Desired Qualities

We’re looking for young leaders who demonstrate:

Commitment to equity and inclusion

Interest in civic engagement or public service
Ability to collaborate and listen

Strong communication skills

Passion for improving conditions for California’s youth

You do not need prior government experience, just a commitment to learn and lead.

Commitment

Two-year term
Regular meetings (virtual and in-person)
Participation in outreach and engagement activities

Travel may be required (reimbursed per state guidelines)

Why Serve?

Serving on the Commission offers:

Direct experience in state policymaking
Leadership development

Public speaking and advocacy opportunities
Statewide network building

The ability to create real change for millions of young Californians



