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What are the trends, technologies, policies, and social dynamics that impact the youth experience?

Emerging Established

Disappearing

Polarizing changes to
education, DEI, and advocacy

Mobilizing youth power in
decision-making

Questionong power
structures, not surfacely
accepting information

Al: misinformation, rapid
changes and opportunity

Guaranteed income
programs

Restorative justice practices
in our education system
implemented

Accepting climate change is
a real threat

Social openness to identity
politics in open spaces

Tokenizing youth
involvement

Rent Control

Increasing criminalization of
homelessness

More wellness centers on
campus

Universal access to
community college

UC and CSU system + Cal
Grants $

Free and reduced school
lunches, CalFresh + food
programs

Normalizing mental health

Equity & Inclusion Initiatives

AB 12 - Extended foster care
system

Lack of higher education
resources with increased
career technical pathways

Increasing Cost of Living +
decreased home ownership

Foster youth receiving homes
Juvenile detention centers

Extroverted social culture -
openness to staying in

High school exit exam -
SAT testing

Protection from ICE in mass
community spaces: schools,
churches, hospitals

Mental health stigma

DEl initiatives

Racial equity programs and
practices

Student press freedom

Disappearing sex education +
abortion resources



The WAVE Current Trends Analysis

What trends are
powerful or significant?

DEI - Both Established and Disappearing
Youth Power on the Horizon
Social movements historically led by youth
Protections of at-risk youth disappearing
Education Trends:

Cost and access to higher education
Changing in ALL categories
Student Loans - expense creates economic
hardship from debt
Housing - Rent control
Social Media - It's the primary method of

engagement for youth; one benefit is
advocacy; one detriment is disinformation
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Discussion

What are the implications of these trends
for our strategic planning process?

Social Media - Use as a tool
Declining Youth Voting
DEI - Amplify diverse voices in strategic planning including
homeless, LGBTQ+, younger youth (ages 5-15+), etc. and
determine how to engage
Create Safety to Engage / Freedom from violence

Education - Resouces and Gaps

The trends illustrate quick change; something that was
Established for decades may be Disappearing today

Costs rising for everything: housing, food, education, etc.
“Can’t afford to live!

Our views on punitive action and justice

Whole person wellness





