
Commission Meeting
Public Meeting
September 19, 2024
6:00 PM

Oakland Scottish Rite Center, Red Room
1547 Lakeside Drive
Oakland, CA 94612



Call to Order
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Disclaimer
The information and opinions expressed by presenters or public commenters 
before the Commission reflect the views of the speaker. They do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Commission or the Office of Service and 
Community Engagement.



Land Acknowledgement 
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Review of the Agenda
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Public Meeting 
Agenda

September 19, 2024

• Welcome & Call to Order

• Introduction of Distinguished Guest

• Opening Remarks

• Selection of Commission Chair and Vice Chair- ACTION ITEM

• BREAK

• Approval of Bylaws- ACTION ITEM

• Bagley Keene Act- Overview

• Executive Director’s Report

• Commission Training and Priorities- Overview

• Elevating Youth Voice in Policy and Legislation- Discussion

• Public Comment

• Adjournment



Establishment of Quorum & 
Public Comment Process
Agustin Arreola, External Affairs Manager, Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation



Public Comment – Welcome 

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Introduction of Distinguished 
Guest
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Opening Remarks
Josh Fryday, Chief Service Officer, California Volunteers



ACTION: Selection of Committee 
Chair and Vice Chair
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Expressions of Interest
Chair

• Commissioner Wednesday Pope
• Commissioner Adelina Ramirez
• Commissioner Trevor Merrell
• Commissioner Raj Bhutoria
• Others?

Vice Chair
• Commissioner Wednesday Pope
• Commissioner Adelina Ramirez
• Commissioner Trevor Merrell
• Others?



Overview of the Elections Process
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Call for Nominations of Chair and Vice Chair
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Call for Nominations of Chair and Vice Chair 2
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Overview of the Elections Process 1
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Overview of the Elections Process 2
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Public Comment – ACTION: Selection of Committee Chair 
and Vice Chair

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



ACTION: Selection of Committee 
Chair and Vice Chair 2
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



RECESS
10 Minutes
We will be back at TBD



ACTION: Approval of Bylaws
TBD, Commission Chair



Draft Bylaws

September 19, 2024

ARTICLE I. Name
ARTICLE II. Purpose
ARTICLE III. Membership

• Sec. 1 – Active Members
• Sec. 2 – Quorum and Adjournment
• Sec. 3 – Resignations and Removals
• Sec. 4 – Voting

ARTICLE IV. Meetings
• Sec. 1 - Time of Meetings
• Sec. 2 - Attendance
• Sec. 3 – Stakeholder Meetings

ARTICLE V. Officers
• Sec. 1 – Chair
• Sec. 2 – Vice Chair 

ARTICLE VI. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair
ARTICLE VII. Budget

• Sec. 1 – Annual Budget
• Sec. 2 – Fundraising and Development

ARTICLE VIII. Ad-Hoc Committees
ARTICLE IX. Amendment of Bylaws
ARTICLE X. Dissolution of Commission



Public Comment – ACTION: Approval of Bylaws

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



ACTION: Approval of Bylaws 2
TBD, Commission Chair



Bagley Keene Act – Overview 
Shannon Clark, Senior Staff Counsel, Governor’s Office of Land Use and 
Climate Innovation



Basics of the 
Bagley-

Keene Act



What is the 
Bagley-Keene 
Act?









State Bodies 
subject to the 
Act

A state board, commission, or 
similar multimember body 
created by statute or executive 
order (§ 11121(a))

An advisory board, commission, 
committee, subcommittee, or 
similar multimember advisory unit 
if created by formal action of the 
body or a member of the body.



What does 
the act 
govern?

The administration and 
conduct of the 
meetings of a state 
body

Question: Does the act 
govern the conduct of 
members of a body? 



What is a meeting?

o

o

o

o



What is a meeting? Serial Meetings









Example 1









Example 2



Example 3



What is not a 
meeting? 

Gatherings

Social gatherings

Conferences that are open to the public and 
involve matters of general concern

Open and publicized meetings organized by an 
individual or organization to discuss topics of state 
concern

Open and noticed meetings of another state body 
or local agency

Open and noticed meetings of a standing 
committee, provided that non-committee board 
members attend only as observers (“church mouse” 
rule)



Public Comment – Bagley Keene Act- Overview

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Executive Director’s Report
Thomisha Wallace, Executive Director



Public Comment – Executive Director’s Report

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Commission Training and 
Priorities- Overview
Possibility Lab-UC Berkeley



Thursday, September 19



We are Data-Driven Idealists

The Possibility Lab at UC Berkeley is a diverse team of policy researchers and 
practitioners who partner with government and community to design, pilot, 
and scale data-driven solutions for the public good.



We are Finding New Ways for Community & 
Government to Solve Problems, Together. 

Through ongoing collaborations, the Lab is pioneering innovative 
ways to use data and center community voices in public policy, by 
working directly with diverse stakeholders to foster engagement, 
empowerment, and equity.



We partner with Innovators



Educational Inequality in California

Only 10% of Black students and 15% of Latinx students in California met targeted 
benchmarks in eighth-grade math, compared to 44% of White students and 29% 
of students overall. This disparity begins as early as 3rd grade:

Source: The Education Trust-West



Youth & Mental Health

Nearly half of Californians 
ages 12 to 17 have recently 
struggled with mental 
health, with nearly a third 
experiencing serious 
psychological distress.

○Rates are higher for
females, and multiracial,
foreign-born and
gender-
nonconforming,youth.

Source: UCLA Center for Health Policy Research



Youth & Homelessness
Estimates suggest that more than 
200,000 youth under the age of 18, 
and thousands of 18-24 year olds, 
are homeless in California for one 
or more days during a year.

○About 92,000 infants/toddlers
begin their lives homeless.

○There are only enough beds in
the state for roughly 40% of
those under 18 whose families
are experiencing homelessness.

Source: California Homeless Youth Project



Civic Engagement & Voting

In California, as in most states, youth voter turnout is significantly lower than 
that of older generations. 

○Californians age 55+ make up only 35% of the adult population but 50% of likely voters. 

○Young adults age 18 to 34 make up 31% of the population but only 21% of likely voters.
Source: Public Policy Institute of California



Young people have a unique stake
in our state’s climate future

California is expected to experience an 
increase in average temperatures by 4.4 to 
5.8 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100, with 
heatwaves becoming more frequent and 
severe.

○The next generation could experience
increased wildfires, more extreme
weather events, and ongoing drought
leading to water scarcity.

Source: California Climate Adaptation Strategy



Partnering with the California 
Youth Empowerment Commission

1.Trainings and Design
Our team is excited to work with the Commission by providing practical trainings to 
commissioners on answering policy questions using quantitative, qualitative, and 
participatory methods. Potential training workshops include:

●Policy 101
●Developing Research Questions
●Research & Policy Design
●Survey Research Methods
●Participatory and Community-Based Research Methods
●Public Dissemination and Telling Your Story



Partnering with the California 
Youth Empowerment Commission

2. Research and Dissemination
Our team will assist with the design and implementation of research projects, as 
well as the communication of evidence-based policy recommendations. Potential 
projects could include:

● In-person or digital deliberative exercises
● Large-scale surveys of youth
● Focus groups with critical stakeholders
●Deep-dive into existing research
●Statistical analysis of relevant data



Amy E. Lerman
Professor of Public Policy & Political Science 

Executive Director, Possibility Lab
possibilitylab@berkeley.edu



Public Comment – Commission Training and Priorities 
Overview

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Elevating Youth Voices in Policy 
and Legislation- Discussion
Jevon Wilkes, Executive Director, California Coalition for Youth



    

POLICY & LEGISLATION

ELEVATING
YOUTH VOICE

ADVISE, IMPROVE, UPLIFT

Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



Established in 1982

4
YEARS EMPOWERED

Improving and Empowering the lives of California’s youth; with a focus on 
youth experiencing homelessness, disconnection, and instabiliy.

Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



CALL, TEXT, CHAT

Operated since 
1986

The California Youth Crisis Line is funded and supported by The California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES). For more information, please visit 
www.caloes.ca.gov.

Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



March 2-4, 2025

Y E S
Y O U T H  
E M P O W E R M E N T
S U M M I T

2

2
5

Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



ADVISE
Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



IMPR   VE
Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



UPLIFT
Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



Thank you 
for your 
leadership.  

Legislative Champion

Assemblywoman Luz Rivas 



Thank you!!! 
Email jevon@calyouth.org for questions or feedback.

Youth Empowerment Commission | September 19, 2024 | Scottish Rite Masonic Center | 2850 19th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94132



Public Comment – Elevating Youth Voices in Policy and 
Legislation- Discussion 

In Person
• Complete and submit public comment card

• Separate public comment cards for each agenda
item

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Public Comment
TBD, Commission Chair



Public Comment 2
In Person

• Complete and submit public comment card for
any item not on the agenda

• Listen for your name and line up by the podium

• Staff will call your name to the podium

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)

Virtual
• Visit youthempowerment.ca.gov/meetings-

events, and complete the public comment form
linked there to be added to the queue

• Listen for your name

• When you hear your name, click “Raise Hand”
under the “Participants” menu in your Zoom
platform, or press *9 if you are joining by phone

• Staff will ask you to unmute your microphone

• Please adhere to the time limit determined by the
Chair (2 minutes)



Adjournment
TBD, Commission Chair

Next Commission Meeting:

November 16, 2024
Sacramento, CA

In person and virtual

Website: 
racialequity.opr.ca.gov

Email: 
RacialEquityCommission@opr.ca.gov

mailto:RacialEquityCommission@opr.ca.gov
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